
States with Quality Rating and 
Improvement Systems 
 

States with Quality Rating and Improvement Systems* 

State QRIS Name Date Started 

Child Care 

Centers 

and/or 

Family Child 

Care? 

Accreditation Systems 

Approved** 

Arkansas  Better Beginnings 2010 Both 
NAEYC, CARF, COA, 

NAFCC 

Colorado  Qualistar 2000 Both 
NAEYC, ASCI, CQLPD, 

NAFCC 

Delaware  

Delaware Stars 

for Early Success 
2007 Both NAEYC 

District of 

Columbia 
Going for the Gold 2000 Both NAEYC, COA, NAFCC 

Georgia  Quality Rated 2012 Both 

NAEYC, AMI, ASCI, COA, 

NAC, NECPA, NLSA, 

SAC, NAFCC 

Idaho  IdahoStars 2010 Both NAEYC, NAFCC 

Illinois  Quality Counts 2009 Both 
NAEYC, COA, NAC, 

NECPA, NAFCC 

http://www.arbetterbeginnings.com/
http://www.qualistar.org/
http://www.dieec.udel.edu/delaware-stars-participating
http://www.georgiachildcare.org/quality-rated
http://idahostars.org/
http://www.ilqualitycounts.com/quality-rating-system/overview


Indiana  Paths to Quality 2008 Both 
NAEYC, ASCI , COA, 

NECPA, NAFCC 

Iowa 

Iowa Child Care 

Quality Rating 

System 

2006 Both NAEYC, COA, NAFCC 

Kentucky 

STARS for KIDS 

NOW Child Care 

Rating System 

2001 Both 
NAEYC, COA, SACS, 

NAFCC 

Louisiana  Quality Start 2007 Centers 
 

Maine Quality for ME 2008 Both NAEYC, COA,NAFCC 

Maryland  

Maryland 

EXCELS 
2001 Both 

NAEYC, AMI, AMS, CES-

MSE, COA, MSDE 

NECPA, NAFCC 

Massachusetts  

Massachusetts 

Quality Rating 

and Improvement 

System 

2011 Both *** 

Mississippi 

Mississippi Child 

Care Quality Step 

Program 

2010 Centers 
 

Montana  

Best Beginnings 

STARS to Quality 

Program 

2002 Both NAEYC, NAFCC 

http://www.in.gov/fssa/2554.htm
http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/iqrs
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Early+Childhood+Development/STARS++for+KIDS+NOW+(Quality+Rating+System).htm
http://www.qrslouisiana.com/
http://www.state.me.us/dhhs/ocfs/ec/occhs/qualityforme.htm
http://marylandexcels.org/
http://www.mass.gov/edu/birth-grade-12/early-education-and-care/qris/
http://www.qualitystep.msstate.edu/
http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/bestbeginnings/bestbeginningsstarstoquality.shtml


New Hampshire  Licensed Plus 2006 Both NAEYC, COA, NAFCC 

New Mexico Look for the Stars 1999 Both 

NAEYC, ASCI, COA, 

ICAA, NAC, NECPA, 

NAFCC 

North Carolina  

North Carolina 

Star-Rated 

License 

1999 Both 
 

Ohio  Step Up to Quality 2004 Both 
NAEYC, COA, NAC, 

NECPA, NAFCC 

Oklahoma  

Reaching for the 

Stars 
1998 Both 

NAEYC, ASCI, COA, 

NECPA, NAFCC 

Pennsylvania  Keystone STARS 2002 

Centers and 

large family 

child care 

homes 

NAEYC, COA, NECPA, 

NAFCC 

Rhode Island  BrightStars 2009 Both 

NAEYC, AMS, APPLE, 

ASCI, COA, NAC, NECPA, 

NAFCC 

Tennessee  

Star-Quality Child 

Care Program 
2001 Both 

NAEYC, COA, NAC, 

NAFCC 

Vermont  

STARS (Step 

Ahead 

Recognition 

System) for Child 

2003 Both 
NAEYC, COA, NECPA, 

NAFCC 

http://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dcyf/licensedplus/
http://www.newmexicokids.org/content/parents_and_families/look_for_the_STARS/
http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/parents/pr_sn2_ov_sr.asp
http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/stepUpQuality.stm
http://www.okdhs.org/programsandservices/cc/stars
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=Programs_STARS
http://www.brightstars.org/
http://www.tnstarquality.org/html/star-quality.htm
http://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd/stars/


Care Programs 

Wisconsin  YoungStar 2010 
 

NAEYC, CM, COA, NAC, 

SAT, NAFCC 

*As of January 2012 

**Key to Accreditation Systems 

ACSI = Association for Christian Schools International 

AMI = American Montessori Internationale 

AMS = American Montessori Society 

APPLE = Accredited Professional Preschool Learning Environment 

CARF = Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities: Child and Youth Services Standards 

CES-MSE = Middle States Commission on Elementary Schools—Early Ages 

CM = City of Madison 

COA = Council of Accreditation for Services to Families and Children 

CQLPD = Council on Quality and Leadership for People with Disabilities 

ICAA = International Christian Accreditation Association 

MSDE = Maryland State Department of Education Accreditation 

NAC = National Accreditation Commission for Early Care and Education Programs 

NACECPP = National Accreditation Council for Early Childhood Professional Personnel and Programs 

NAEYC = Academy for Early Childhood Program Accreditation, National Association for the Education of 

Young Children 

NAFCC = National Association for Family Child Care 

NECPA = National Early Childhood Program Accreditation 

NLSA = National Lutheran School Accreditation 

SACS = Southern Association of Colleges and Universities 

SAT = Satellite Accreditation 

***Some alignment exists between state QRIS standards and NAEYC Accreditation criteria. 

Source: National Association for the Education of Young Children—www.naeyc.org/policy/tieredprograms 

 

http://dcf.wi.gov/youngstar/

