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The MMS Board of Directors Election

This year thara are five candidates on the slate, The biographies and
pictures of our candidates are below.

i - Barb Barnes is the founder of North Star Montessori, in lackson, ML With over 24 years
% ‘ of experience specializing in Montessori Education. Currently, Barb is working as the
mﬂ' ot director and lead teacher where she is passionate about providing children an
| J authentic Montessori experience indoors and out on their natural play yard. Barb holds
a BAin Sociology and a 7-12th grade teaching degree with a focus in Social Sciences
and Spanish from Kalamazoo College, and an Elementary K-6th teaching degree through Spring Arbor
College, as well as a Montessori Preprimary Credential through ADMTEL. She enjoys time in nature
iespecially up north on the beach of Lake Huron), reading, listening to music, and spending time with her
family and friends. She is a current member of the Board and serves as its Treasurer.

Karen Lumsden has been the owner and administrator of Children's Place Montessori in
Farmington Hills since 1985, She opened her first school, Open Meadow Montessori, in
18978 with her husband who is also Montessori trained. She has her BS in Music
Education and her MA in Early Childhood Curriculum Development. Karen taught general
music in public schools for many years in addition to teaching Montessori, She received
her Orff Schulwerk training in Salzburg, Austria in 1972 and operated the Orff Music School for Children
with her mother, also an Orff trained music teacher, in the 70's. She is married with two grown
Montessori children and has six grandchildren, only one of whom currently attends her school (All others
have graduated). She is a current member of the Board and serves as its President.

Emily Myers earnad her Bachelor of Science in Montessori Pre-Primary Education from
Xavier Univarsity in 1988 and has dedicated her career to educating young children. She
began teaching at the Barrie School in Silver Spring, Maryland, before joining the public
Montessori program in Prince George’s County, While raising her family in Maryland, she
was actively involved with Okeos, A Foundation for Education, whose mission was
creating public Montessori programs nationwide, Thirty years ago her family moved to Michigan and she
joined the staff at Ferndale Montessori Center. For many years Emily taught math and geography at
MMTEC and she loved her time teaching adults, Mow Emily is the owner and director of Ferndale
Montessori and still enjoys spending time with the children every day. She is a current member of the
Board and serves as the Fall Conference chair,
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Lacey Rogers bagan her Montessori caraer in 2014 at a small school in Bay City. After
several years of being an assistant, she beagan working as a Lead Guide and Director whila
earning har AMS Primary credantial in 2020 through ADMTE! in Adrian, Michigan. Following
a relocation later that year to the Lansing area, she bagan working at Montessori Radmoaor
in Okemos. From 2022-2024 she worked to earn her AMI 0-3 credential through SIMS in
Phoenix, Arizona. Wanting to gain even more knowledge in the Montessori field, she completed her
Master's Degree in Montessori Education through the University of Loyola, Maryland in May 2025, In the
fall of 2025, she started a Specialist degree program through the University of Florida in Curriculum and
Instruction, which should be completed in 2027, Lacey is currently a Lead Primary Guide at Montessori
Radmoaor, where her two daughters also attend. In her free time, she enjoys watching her children's
sparting activities, spending time up north with family, and playing clarinet in a community band when
time allows.

Denise Van Pelt has served on the MMS board for 6 years. She is on the Spring Gathering
committee, the Mewsletter committee and is chair of the Advocacy committes. She
strongly believes in bringing Montessori to the community through educating parents and
other community members about Montessori philosophy and is dedicated to helping

both Montessorians and non-Montessorians learn more about Montessori. She obtained
AMI training at the primary level in 1956 through the Washington Montessori Institute and completed AMI
G-12 in April 2026 through the Montessori Center of Minnesota. She has been teaching for twenty-five
years, the past twelve at Grand Rapids Montessori School. She moved from teaching in the Children's
House to the Lowear Elamentary class in 2022, Denise has bean involvad in the Montessor community
since childhood, having been a Montessori student herself and experiencing it as a parent when children
attended Montessori school and now as her career. Denisea is married with two grown children and two
dogs. She enjoys many outdoor activities and a variety of puzzles,

The MMS Spring Gathering

While many of us were well aware of Montessori’s history, Prof. Carol Williams
light

presentation

discovered and shared with us some hidden gems that brought to
connections that the attendees were unaware. Her thorough

gave us all a reminder of the remarkable woman Maria Montessori was.

Jessica Ravineala again brought her expertise on attention with a focus on how
we might adapt our practices to promote and recognize children's attention in our classrooms,

The discussions on helping schools connect with the
families they serve guided by Barb Barnes brought several
ideas to the group. Suggestion of how to welcome parents

as well as educate them were shared as well as the

difficulties in engaging some families.



The discussion on bringing music into the classroom brought
several ideas to the attendees. The presenter, Karen
Lumsden, shared her wealth of experience as a music teacher

and introduced the attendees to various ways to
accompany children singing as well as providing them with
opportunities to play instruments, dance and participate in singing games. The handout gave those in
attendance an outline of the activities she presented and several simple songs they might use with their
children.

A review of the Spring Gathering wouldn't be complete
without recognizing the venue and lovely classroom of
Allison Stupka...the delicious offerings of pastries and
fruits...and the Treasure Table! Not only was it a day of
learning and sharing, many were observed engaged in lively
discussions about a variety of
topics and making important
personal connections. Networking and creating relationships are a
significant bonus of meeting in person.
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While this was not the first MMS zoom presentation (there were a few during Covid), this was the first
zoom presentation of an in-person event. Some technical difficulties and sound issues were

noted. MMS is aware of the problems and is investigating ways to improve the experience of our zoom
attendees. We understand that a remote gathering happened in Lansing providing both a zoom
presentation and an opportunity to engage with colleagues.

Watch for next year’s MMS Spring Gathering information. Plans are being made now to meet in Royal Oak
at the Spanish for Toddlers school featuring Deb Cagle.

Contact Information for MMS

Our MMS phone number: (313) 405-0668 MMS Admin: Kathy@MMSOC.org

Emails of the MMS Board of Directors
Barb Barnes: northstarmontessori@yahoo.com Kerri Graham: kerri@midmittenmontessori.org
Kate Kingsley: kkingsley@gpacademy.org Karen Lumsden: cpmontessori@gmail.com
Emily Myers: emilymyers@ferndalemontessori.com Melissa Romero: mromero@dhmontessori.org
Denise VanPelt; vanpeltd@students.GRPS.org Sue Szczesny: suemariesez@gmail.com
Theresa Weber: weber@comcast.net
Jasmin Hughes Reynolds: jasminh@montessoriedu.com

Kristan Small-Grimes: K.SmallGrimes@lansingschools.net




